


MOTHERS IN PRISON

A increase  in the incarceration  rate and longer sentences being issued out, 

more children are separated from their  mothers for longer periods of time.  

When a man is  arrested, he is usually confident that someone is caring for 

his children. Women prisoners this is not true. They suffer  both from the 

pain of separation and the added anxiety of  who is going to take care of 

their children. Most women are the primary caregiver of their children.

Children of a incarcerated  mother are  unduly punished. Her children may 

be removed from home, school and community; they are often shuttled from 

one caregiver to another; they are deprived of seeing     parents and 

siblings. They are left alone to figure out what is happening .

A parent especially your mother is a social stigma that children tend to hide. 

This is a environment that causes children to become anger, hostile toward 

authority, failure at school, feelings of being abandonment and  antisocial.

Statics of Women Behind Bars
•87,000women are locked behind bars in US prisons 
and jails.
•1.5 million children are separated from their 
incarcerated parents.
•75 percent of all women prisoners are mothers with 
dependent children
•The number of women in prison has more than 
tripled, yet more than 60 percent were convicted of 
non-violent crimes








